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1. The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination calls the attention of States parties to the 
wording of article 3, by which States parties undertake to prevent, prohibit and eradicate all practices of 
racial segregation and apartheid in territories under their jurisdiction. The reference to apartheid may 
have been directed exclusively to South Africa, but the article as adopted prohibits all forms of racial 
segregation in all countries. 

2. The Committee believes that the obligation to eradicate all practices of this nature includes the 
obligation to eradicate the consequences of such practices undertaken or tolerated by previous 
Governments in the State or imposed by forces outside the State. 

3. The Committee observes that while conditions of complete or partial racial segregation may in some 
countries have been created by governmental policies, a condition of partial segregation may also arise 
as an unintended by-product of the actions of private persons. In many cities residential patterns are 
influenced by group differences in income, which are sometimes combined with differences of race, 
colour, descent and national or ethnic origin, so that inhabitants can be stigmatized and individuals 
suffer a form of discrimination in which racial grounds are mixed with other grounds. 

4. The Committee therefore affirms that a condition of racial segregation can also arise without any 
initiative or direct involvement by the public authorities. It invites States parties to monitor all trends 
which can give rise to racial segregation, to work for the eradication of any negative consequences that 
ensue, and to describe any such action in their periodic reports. 

 
* Contained in document A/50/18. 
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